Dear Fifth Graders and Parents,

The fifth graders at Walsh are studying simple machines in our science class.  Now is your chance to use your imagination and experiment with the simple machines we are learning about!  Your child is going to construct a complex machine grape smasher.  You must use three or more of these simple machines to make a complex machine that will smash a grape (I will supply the grape on presentation day).  You will need to bring your project to school and be prepared to explain it to the class. You will demonstrate your grape smasher in a presentation to the class.  During the presentation you should be able to tell us which simple machines you used, show us where each simple machine is in your grape smasher and tell us step by step how your grape smasher works (from start to finish). 
This is a very important project that allows the students to apply what they have learned in the classroom to something that is fun and problem solving oriented. It is important to note that this project will count as a major grade for Science, so it is required that all students participate. Not participating in this project could seriously affect your child’s grade.  I have included the rubric for the project on the back of this letter.
Your child should be ready to bring in their project for presentations beginning on Friday, October 24th.  Because this project is to be completed outside of class, all students will need the support of their parents. There may be trips to the craft store; however, this project can be done inexpensively by using things already found in your home.  Building toys like Legos, Tinker Toys and construction kits may help with the building of your project.  Some other material ideas include: hot glue gun, paper towel rolls, cardboard, plywood, scissors, batteries, toothpicks, balloons, Popsicle sticks, PVC piping, string, springs, toy pulleys, levers, inclined planes and your imagination.  If you should have any questions please do not hesitate to call me or email me.
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Happy Inventing, 


Mrs. Julie Kady


